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Meeting 42nd Scientific Committee meeting 

Date 28–30.04.2015 

Venue EMCDDA (meeting room 107) 

Present See participants’ list (Annex 1) 

I. Welcome by the Chair 

Gerhard Bühringer welcomed the Scientific Committee and other participants. The agenda was adopted 
unanimously (1). 

II. Address by the Director 

Wolfgang Götz welcomed the Scientific Committee members and acknowledged their important 
contributions to the EMCDDA’s work. He provided information on institutional changes at the 
Commission, the strengthened relations with DG HOME and ongoing developments at the EMCDDA. He 
updated the committee on the ongoing recruitment procedure for the new director. He introduced the key 
points to be discussed at the meeting and emphasised the importance of the Scientific Committee’s 
contributions on 1) the EMCDDA 2016–18 strategy and work programme and the 2016 work programme, 
which was conceived around the EMCDDA’s vision for 2016–18, namely to contribute to a more secure 
and a healthier Europe; 2) the EU action plan on drugs (actions 46 and 47); 3) the EMCDDA policy on 
conflict of interest, recently adopted by the Management Board; and 4) the work and role of the Reitox 
network.  

III. The EMCDDA 2016–18 strategy and work programme  

Paul Griffiths introduced the new EMCDDA strategy and explained the EMCDDA value-chain, which is 
based on three key areas: 1) communicating evidence and knowledge exchange; 2) early warning and 
threat assessment; and 3) situation, responses and trend analysis. This strategy builds on past successes 
and looks towards new challenges. It is rooted around the values of scientific rigour, 
neutrality/independence and service orientation, and will allow the EMCDDA to better meet the growing 
needs and expectations of key stakeholders and partners and respond to EU needs in 2016–18. 

The Scientific Committee members then joined the EMCDDA scientific staff in different break-out 
sessions (Annex 5) and reconvened in plenary to further discuss the document and prepare their formal 
opinion on it. The document was welcomed and several points highlighted, such as the values that form 
the basis for the strategy, the three EMCDDA main reports (the already established European Drugs 
Report package and Markets Report, but also the planned responses report), the continued work on the 
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Best Practice Portal and the importance of increasing resources allocated to rapid reporting 
(trendspotting, threat assessment and early warning). The Scientific Committee recommended that the 
EMCDDA continues to look at innovative topics, such as e-health and the use of open data, and that the 
new key area approach could be better clarified in the introductory text in order to emphasise that these 
areas are not sequential but rather windows into the more relevant topics covered by the EMCDDA. 

On the basis of the input provided, a draft formal opinion on the 2016–18 strategy and work programme 
and on the 2016 work programme will be prepared and circulated for discussion and adoption. 

IV. The role of the EMCDDA Scientific Committee (re stricted session) 

The Scientific Committee met in a restricted session to wrap-up on the discussion started during their 41st 
meeting on their role and ways of making their work more efficient and productive. Suggestions stemming 
from this session will be discussed with EMCDDA senior staff and used to improve the work of the 
Scientific Committee. 

V. 2015 edition of the EMCDDA scientific paper awar d 

This year 54 eligible nominations were received from a greater number of nominators, who this year were 
only allowed to put forward two papers each (Annex 6). The award is becoming more visible among the 
journal editors and broader audiences. The Scientific Committee selected the articles to be shortlisted for 
rating in the five paper award categories: demand reduction, population-based research, basic biological 
research, drug policy and drug supply. Scientific Committee members, senior EMCDDA staff and external 
reviewers (nominated by ISAJE) will rate the shortlisted papers and decide on the winning papers for 
each category. The award ceremony will take place in the margins of the Lisbon Addictions Conference, 
in September. 

The agenda for the 43rd meeting of the Scientific Committee should include an item on the EMCDDA 
scientific paper award to allow for a discussion on ways to further improve the procedure. 

VI. Scientific Committee’s contribution to HDG’s An nual Dialogue on Research 

Providing input to the Annual Dialogue on Research (ADR) of the Horizontal Working Party on Drugs 
(HDG) is a role of the Scientific Committee formally recognised in the EU action plan on drugs (action 46). 
The Annual Dialogue on Research (ADR) is the only opportunity for the EMCDDA’s Scientific Committee 
to make a direct contribution on drug-related research priorities and on “ways and mechanisms to 
promote synergies and complementarity and to prevent overlaps in research funding”. This year, the ADR 
should take place in November under the Luxembourg presidency. 

The members of the Scientific Committee will provide their input on this topic by mid-June (Annex 9). 

VII. Evaluating policies and interventions (action 47 of the EUAP) 

Brice de Ruyver introduced the updated draft note on guidelines and tools for the scientific evaluation of 
national drug policies (Annex 10). He emphasised that further work in this area is much needed, as 
evaluations from different Member States are currently not comparable. It is important to define 
knowledge gaps and to further promote the definition and implementation of good supply indicators. The 
draft note will be updated with input from the discussion that followed and again circulated to all members 
of the Scientific Committee for further comments. 
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VIII. Review of EMCDDA publications 

Jane Mounteney updated the Scientific Committee on the EMCDDA’s review process for publications, 
including internal and external review (Annex 12). She emphasised that this process is different from the 
review process for journals: it should focus on assessing the quality and shortcoming of the manuscripts 
and on providing suggestions for further improvement. The members of the Scientific Committee provided 
input on the document, which will be updated and re-circulated. 

IX. Implementing the new EMCDDA policy on conflicts  of interest 

Dante Storti introduced the adopted EMCDDA policy on conflicts of interest and the tools to implement it 
at the level of the Scientific Committee (Annexes 13 and 14). He explained that such a policy is now 
mandatory for all decentralised agencies. The Scientific Committee fully supports the need to promote 
transparency and endorsed the relevant tools. 

X. Risk assessment of new psychoactive substances ( NPS) 

Roumen Sedefov updated the Scientific Committee on the ongoing discussion concerning the adoption of 
a new formal instrument for monitoring and assessing the risks of new psychoactive substances. The 
EMCDDA will continue to rely on the existing legal framework. He also emphasised that the number of 
new substances monitored by the EU Early warning system continues to increase and that the EMCDDA 
and its partners are closely following the latest developments in terms of potential health risks. It is not, 
however, clear at this stage if the risk assessments for any of these new substances will be needed. 

XI. Indicators for monitoring supply 

Roumen Sedefov updated the Scientific Committee on the ongoing work and important progress on the 
supply indicators of drug law offences and drug seizures (Annexes 15 and 16). Implementation remains 
challenging and more support will be needed from the European Commission and Member States, also in 
terms of conceptualizing the crime area. 

XII. The Reitox network: the EMCDDA’s national foca l points 

Alexis Goosdeel introduced the role and tasks of the Reitox network. The Reitox network forms the core 
of the EMCDDA reporting system, which routinely sends information and data to the EMCDDA. The 
current economic constraints have resulted in reduced activities and flexibility and in fewer staff available 
in focal points. More than ever, it is now important to engage with national stakeholders and provide 
added value also at national level. 

The Scientific Committee acknowledged the importance of the Reitox network. A discussion followed on 
how to support Reitox in order to improve the reliability of the data they report, even if, in most cases, 
studies are not done by the focal points themselves but by the scientific community in each country. It was 
also emphasised that the network needs to further align their activities with the new priorities at the 
EMCDDA, such as threat assessment and supply markets. 

XIII. Research fellows/traineeships: the EMCDDA as a (co-)host organisation 

Paul Griffiths introduced the existing opportunities at the EMCDDA for increased collaboration with 
academia (Annex 17). Other possibilities were mentioned such as co-hosting, always in collaboration with 
an academic institution, Marie-Curie or EPIET fellows or hosting PhD students to work on data available 
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at the EMCDDA. The Scientific Committee asked the EMCDDA to put together a list of topics of interest to 
be further explored in this framework. 

XIV. Alcohol and behavioural addictions 

While acknowledging that the EMCDDA’s mandate is focused on illicit drugs, the Scientific Committee 
fully agrees with the opinion already expressed by the EMCDDA Management Board that polydrug use is 
recognised as an important issue for the EMCDDA. The Committee believes that there are sound 
scientific grounds to further integrate polydrug use in the EMCDDA work and encourages the EMCDDA to 
fully explore the links between alcohol, tobacco and behavioural addictions and illicit drugs. 

XV. AOB 

Maria Moreira updated the Scientific Committee on the Lisbon 2015 Addiction Conference (23–25 
September 2015). 

The Committee decided on the dates of (18) 19–20 November 2015 for their 43rd meeting, and (10) 11–
12 May 2016 for their 44th meeting. 
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